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The Poop 
Problem







Pet waste  
pollutes!



36.5% of Washington households

have dogs

American Veterinary Medical Association 2012 data



1.6 dogs per dog-owning household

in Washington

American Veterinary Medical Association 2012 data



Snohomish County

~169,900 Dogs 



~~

Snohomish County

127,440 lbs. 

or 64 tons

of poop every 

day!



Portion of Dog Waste 

Dropped in Yards & on Walks
Snohomish County Public Works 2004 Data

All in yard Most in yard Half & Half Most on walks All on walks
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Snohomish County Public Works 2004 Data

How Many Owners 

Pick Up the Poop?

• 17% Don’t pick up at all

• 43% of owners bury, 

compost, or pick up less 

than weekly

• 42% of owners pick up 

weekly and dispose in the 

trash



The Poop 
Solution



Why focus on water quality?



New Strategies in Pet Waste Management
Snohomish County Surface Water Management

Washington State Department of Ecology





Keeping people safe & waters healthy

All waters in Washington State must meet water quality 
standards for fecal coliform bacteria to protect human 

health. 



Many waterways in 
Snohomish County 

exceed the State 
standards.



Partnership 
is key to 
success

2020VetClinicOutreachProgram



Why partner with vetclinics?



Beach WatcherRoles:

• Kit delivery to clinics

• Key “face-to-face” 
messenger 

• Communicate issues 
to Beach Watcher 
Lead and SWM

• Record-keeping 



Deliver “Scoop the Poop” Kits to Vet Clinics

Quarterly distribution of 
appx. 60-75 kits to each vet
clinic throughout the year



Assemble materials into “Scoop the Poop” kits

Stickers (front) Stickers (back) Bag Dispensers 



Informationalflier

Flier (front) Flier (back)



Show the Neighbors!



Spread the Word!

Scoop the poop,  

Bag it, and

Put it in thetrash

www.petwaste.surfacewater.info



Program Overview for Vet Clinics

• FAQ outlines 
program background 
and resources for 
clinic staff

• Beach Watchers 
include with kit 
deliveries



Common 
Questions…



Not Recommended!

Flushing:

• Overloads septic systems

• Is not practical!



BuryingWaste:

• Bacteria and parasites get 

established in soils

• Pathogens and excess

nutrients will pollute streams

• Lots of work!

Not Recommended!



CompostingWaste:

• Residential yard waste is

not hot enough to kill 

harmful organisms

• Pet waste contaminates

commercial compost

Not Recommended!



Digesters:

• Do not kill all pathogens

• Expensive!

• Require daily upkeep

• Essentially unmonitored 
septic systems

Not Recommended!



Questions?

Valerie Normand
Valerie.Normand@snoco.org

425-262-2885



Potential FAQs

• Who are you and what is this program all about? 

• Do you charge vet clinics for these kits? 

• Gosh, we ran out in thefirstweek! Can we getmore?

• Are you partnering with every vet clinic in Snohomish County?

• Shouldn’t we reduce what goes intolandfills?



• Isn’t it illegal to put dog poop in yourgarbagecan?

• Shouldn’t they compost it / bury it instead?

• Should I use bags made out of biodegradable or regular plastic?

• The poopbags I buy are compostable,so it’s okay to compostor
leave outdoors,right?

• What do we tell cat owners about cat poop?

Potential FAQs


