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Snohomish Conservation 

District
• Established in 1941 as the Soil 

Conservation Service

• State Government

• Property Tax funding of $8 per parcel 

and $0.08/acre. (2020)

• Significant additional grant funding

• Non-regulatory and 100% voluntary.



• Agricultural Support

• Habitat Restoration

• Education & Outreach

• Urban & Suburban Conservation

– Stormwater Support

Services Provided



The Stormwater Problem







Pervious





Urban  Watershed

https://chesapeakestormwater.net/2009/10/the-smack-down-on-soil-compaction/



Impervious



FLOODING

POLLUTION LESS GROUNDWATER

SOIL EROSION 

The Stormwater Problem









Detention & Infiltration





Stormwater Treatment







What is a Rain Garden



Rain Garden Excavation





Rain Garden Construction





Rain Garden Soil Mix

• Needs to be 18 inches deep

• Needs to be placed dry

• Minimal compaction during and after 

soil placement





Mulch

• Woody and coarse

• Shredded

• Best product is called “Animal Friendly 

Hog Fuel”

• No Bark





Rain Garden Inlet/Outlet





-10’ from buildings

-5’ from utilities

-2’ from pavement

-Outside of tree crowns

Offsets









Rain Garden Planting Zones

• A Rain Garden has 3 zones

• Zone 1 Dimensions
– 4’ Wide minimum

• Zone 2 Dimensions
– 1’ wide minimum, 3’ wide maximum

• Zone 3 Dimensions
– 2’ wide minimum, no maximum



Stormwater Harvesting













Guzzlers



IBC Totes





Rain Harvesting Tips
• Location is important

• Tightly covered barrels or tanks

• Every collection system needs:

1. Barrels or tanks

2. Downspout extender or adaptations

3. Sturdy, level base

4. Inlet with screen

5. Spigot

6. Overflow

7. Clean out access



2 Most Common Questions

• Isn’t harvesting rainwater illegal?

• Is water from my roof safe for vegetables?



Is Collected Rain Water Safe for?

• Lawn and Landscaping

• Edible plants

• Livestock/Pets

• Human Consumption





Potable 

Filters



Terracing
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